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Digital Visitor Management with Facial Recognition — Why Paper Sign-In is No Longer Acceptable 
A side-by-side comparison of KeyTech's digital visitor management system (with facial recognition) against paper sign-in registers, basic digital tablets, and traditional receptionist logs — 
across registration accuracy, security, emergency compliance, visitor experience, and technology. 
Legend:  ✓ Yes = Fully supported     ✗ No = Not supported     ~ Partial = Limited capability     N/A = Not applicable 

Comparison Criteria KeyTech Digital + 
FR Visitor Mgmt 

Paper Sign-In 
Register 

Basic Digital Sign-
In Tablet 

Traditional 
Receptionist Log 

REGISTRATION & IDENTIFICATION 

Facial recognition visitor ID 
Visitor recognised automatically on arrival ✓ Yes ✗ No ✗ No ✗ No 

Passport / ID card scanning 
Data captured automatically — no manual 
typing 

✓ Yes ✗ No ~ Partial ✗ No 

Photo capture on arrival 
Visual record of every visitor ✓ Yes ✗ No ~ Partial ✗ No 

Digital registration — paperless 
No paper forms, no manual entry ✓ Yes ✗ No ✓ Yes ✗ No 

Returning visitor — auto 
recognition 
Visitor info travels with them, no re-
registration 

✓ Yes ✗ No ~ Partial ✗ No 

Pre-approved visitor fast entry 
Pre-registered visitors searched & 
approved instantly 

✓ Yes ✗ No ~ Partial ~ Partial 

Vehicle registration capture 
Visitor vehicle linked to their record ✓ Yes ✗ No ✗ No ~ Partial 

ACCURACY & DATA QUALITY 

Accurate visitor data guaranteed 
System enforces correct data entry ✓ Yes ✗ No ~ Partial ✗ No 

Eliminates illegible handwriting 
A common problem with paper registers ✓ Yes ✗ No ✓ Yes ✗ No 
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Prevents false / fictitious 
information 
Criminal intent deterred by accurate logging 

✓ Yes ✗ No ~ Partial ✗ No 

Tamper-proof visitor records 
Records cannot be altered or destroyed ✓ Yes ✗ No ~ Partial ✗ No 

Duplicate visitor detection 
Flags if same person tries to register twice ✓ Yes ✗ No ✗ No ✗ No 

SECURITY & CRIME DETERRENCE 

Crime deterrent effect 
Criminals less likely to enter when fully 
logged 

Strong Weak Moderate Weak 

Visitor anomaly detection 
Flags unusual visitor behaviour 
automatically 

✓ Yes ✗ No ✗ No ✗ No 

Instant access to visitor history 
Search any past visitor in seconds ✓ Yes ✗ No ~ Partial ✗ No 

Integration with access control 
Visitor badge controls which areas they can 
enter 

✓ Yes ✗ No ~ Partial ✗ No 

Real-time visitor location tracking 
Know where every visitor is at all times ✓ Yes ✗ No ✗ No ✗ No 

EMERGENCY & COMPLIANCE 

Emergency evacuation headcount 
Automatic count of all visitors on premises ✓ Yes ✗ No ~ Partial ✗ No 

Audit-ready visitor logs 
Logs meet regulatory and legal 
requirements 

✓ Yes ✗ No ~ Partial ✗ No 

GDPR / data protection compliant 
Visitor data handled securely and legally ✓ Yes ✗ No ~ Partial ✗ No 

Legal evidence quality records 
Admissible records with timestamps and 
photos 

✓ Yes ✗ No ~ Partial ✗ No 

EXPERIENCE & EFFICIENCY 
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Professional visitor experience 
Modern digital check-in vs paper form Excellent Poor Good Average 

Average check-in time < 30 sec 2–5 min 1–3 min 2–5 min 

Reduces receptionist workload Significant ✗ No ~ Partial ✗ No 

Visitor badge / pass printing ✓ Yes ✗ No ~ Partial ✗ No 

Host notification on arrival 
Automatic alert sent to the person being 
visited 

✓ Yes ✗ No ~ Partial ✗ No 

Works 24/7 without staff ✓ Yes ✗ No ✓ Yes ✗ No 

TECHNOLOGY & DEPLOYMENT 

Free cloud backup of all records ✓ Yes ✗ No ~ Partial ✗ No 

Desktop and web accessibility ✓ Yes ✗ No ~ Partial ✗ No 

Works offline (internet optional) 
Internet required only once every 7 days ✓ Yes ✓ Yes ~ Partial ✓ Yes 

Free trial available ✓ Yes N/A ~ Partial N/A 

Local support — Middle East ✓ Yes N/A ~ Partial N/A 

ISO 9001 certified ✓ Yes ✗ No ~ Partial ✗ No 

The verdict: Paper sign-in registers are not just inefficient — they are a security liability. Illegible handwriting, false information, and zero audit capability make them 
unsuitable for any serious organisation. KeyTech's digital visitor management system with facial recognition closes every gap — delivering professional, secure, and 
fully auditable visitor control from day one. 
Start your free trial today: https://keytechsecurity.com/my-account/— no credit card required. Full setup support included. Serving Jordan, UAE, Saudi Arabia 
and the wider Middle East for 27+ years. 


